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SLOUGH BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

 
REPORT TO:                Overview & Scrutiny Committee DATE: 2nd July 2009 
 
CONTACT OFFICER:   Mike Jennings, AD Property Services 
(For all enquiries)   (01753) 875850 

       
WARD(S): All 
 

PART I 
 FOR CONSIDERATION & COMMENT  

 
SLOUGH TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB 

 
1 Purpose of Report 
 

This report advises of a proposal received on behalf of Slough Town Football Club 
(“STFC”) and Paradigm Housing Association (“Paradigm”) and for a disposal of the 
former Arbour Vale School site. 

 
2 Recommendation(s)/Proposed Action 
 

To consider the following recommendations to Cabinet -  
 
a) That the contents of this report and representations from Slough Town Football Club 

and Paradigm Housing Association be noted. 
 
b) That the Council wishes to see a football stadium built within the town for sports and 

community related users 
 
c) That the proposed terms for disposal of the former Arbour Vale site be approved and 

that the Borough Solicitor and Secretary, in conjunction with the Director of 
Resources be authorised to complete a formal agreement on these terms, subject to 
any alterations or amendments required to make commercial sense or to protect the 
Council’s interests. 
 

d) That members have considered the Well-Being Powers of Part 1 of the Local 
Government Act 2000 and have judged that this proposal represents a scheme 
which will directly affect the economic social and environmental well being of their 
area. 

 
3 Community Strategy Priorities 

 

• Celebrating Diversity, Enabling inclusion 

• Adding years to Life and Life to years 

• Being Safe, Feeling Safe 

• A Cleaner, Greener place to live, Work and Play 

• Prosperity for All 
 

STFC’s proposals will contribute to each of the Community Strategy Priorities by 
providing an enabler for a range of community based activities for the benefit of the 
residents of Slough. The development will: 
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• give residents a sense of pride and community spirit 

• aid social integration 

• be a focus for sports development.  
 
4 Other Implications 

 
(a) Financial  
 
The current capital programme assumes a capital receipt of £1.5m in 2102-2013. 
 
The council will need to meets its obligations in relation to the disposal of assets 
under Local Government Act 1972 and the General Disposal Consent (England) 
2003 disposal of land for less than the best consideration that can reasonably 
obtained (“the Consent”). 
 
Under the Consent a local authority has to discretion to sell at an “undervalue” of up 
to £2,000,000. Undervalue is defined as “the difference between the unrestricted 
value of the interest to be disposed of and the consideration accepted”.  
 
Where an undervalue of less than £2,000,000 exists an authority can dispose at less 
than market value in pursuance of its “Well-Being” powers. The Well-Being Power 
was introduced in 2000 to increase local authorities' capability to act on behalf of their 
areas. It allows principal local authorities in England and Wales to do anything they 
consider likely to promote the economic, social and environmental well-being of their 
area. 
 
Members will need to formally consider whether a sale at less than market value can 
be justified under both Well-Being powers and general fiduciary duty. Appendix 2 
sets out the various benefits which the area will derive from the proposal. These 
clearly demonstrate economic social and environmental benefits. 
 
(b) Risk Management 
 

 Risk Mitigation 

Planning Consent will not be forthcoming.  The proposed development is in the Green 
Belt. Proposed Hotel no longer part of 
proposal. Paras.5.12, 5.13 provide a 
planning commentary. Planning Application 
costs will be at Paradigm’s expense. 

Stadium Development costs exceed original 
budget. 

It is a condition of the transaction that costs 
in excess of £3.5m. for the construction of 
the stadium will be absorbed by Paradigm. 

Operational viability of football Club. 
 
 
 
 
 
The land will be sold for non 
sports/community related users. 

A detailed cash flow forecast for the facility 
and the club have been provided. The 
stadium facilities will be the subject of a 125 
year lease from the Council with appropriate 
conditions attached. 
 
A condition will be included in the lease 
restricting the use and will be registered at 
H.M. Land Registry 
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Lack of financial viability of clients in the 
future 

User clause in lease will require to club 
standards that football will continue to be 
played at the community stadium otherwise 
the lease will be forfeited. 

The availability and quantum of grant 
funding will be critical to the viability of the 
proposals for: 

• the Affordable Housing element of 
scheme and 

• the working capital required for the 
running of the sports facilities. 

The Council’s Housing Department are 
supportive of Paradigm’s proposals and 
would in principle be prepared to commit a 
significant sum if required to assist the 
scheme’s viability. 
 
It will be a condition of the transaction that 
STFC receive minimum grant funding of 
£250,000. 

 
(c)  Human Rights Act and Other Legal Implications  
 
There are no Human Rights Act implications. 
 

 Whilst the provision of sports stadia is not a statutory duty for the local authority, it 
could fall within the Council’s general Well-Being powers, particularly where (as in      
this instance) there is strong evidence that STFC’s proposals will be of a broader 
benefit to the community.  The proposal for a scheme with a very high proportion of 
Affordable Housing will also assist in meeting the Affordable Housing targets and 
could also legitimately be considered a relevant factor in determining the 
appropriateness of the Council using its Well-Being powers. The council has the 
power under to facilitate leisure facilities. Affordable housing is a high Council priority. 
 
(d) Equalities Impact Assessment   
 
There are no equalities issues arising from this matter. 
 
(e) Workforce  

 
There are no workforce implications arising from this matter. 

 

5 Supporting Information 
 
5.1    STFC’s previous proposals for the development of the Arbour Vale site (a site plan is 

shown in Appendix 1) were considered by Cabinet in February 2008 following which, 
the Club was given three months to provide additional detailed information. Despite 
being unable to respond in a satisfactory form, discussions have, however, continued 
between Officers and representatives of both the Club and Paradigm. The purpose of 
these discussions has been to find an acceptable alternative solution for the delivery 
of a new Club Facility on the site which would provide a new permanent home for 
STFC in the Borough.  
 

5.2 As a result of the ongoing negotiations, a revised outline proposal has been received 
from the Club and Paradigm involving two main components, namely a residential 
development and Community Football Stadium. There has accordingly been both a 
fundamental change to the Club’s approach to their development proposals as well 
as amendments to the original offer. 
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5.3    It is proposed that there will be two transactions. The residential land will be sold 
freehold to Paradigm with the condition that part of it is to be used for a football 
stadium for sports and community related users. The available remainder of the site 
will be simultaneously leased by the Council to STFC (through a Trust or appropriate 
vehicle) for a term of 125 years. This will be linked to a contract between Paradigm, 
SBC and the Trust for the building the new Club Facility to protect the Council’s 
interests in the project.  

 
5.4 The table below summarises the current proposal; 

 

Proposal Comments 

81 residential units excluding site of 
West Wing (assuming it remains in 
situ). 
 

Previous scheme assumed 62 residential 
units. 

Up to 100% Affordable Housing 
(subject to agreement as part of 
detailed discussions prior to a 
planning application). 
 

Original proposal allowed for mix of 30% 
affordable, 70% private dwellings. 

Hotel now excluded from scheme.  Previous proposals included a 110 
bedroom hotel. 
 

Potential for 19 additional private 
dwellings if site of West Wing is 
included in the overall development.  

There is scope for a phased disposal 
(subject to detailed negotiation) allowing 
for the site of the West Wing site to be 
included at a later date if it suits the 
Council. It is not a condition of sale that 
this area be included. 
 

Offer is for a minimum Capital 
receipt to the Council of £2.4m for 
the 81 unit scheme (before S106 
obligations) rising to minimum £3.5m 
if the site of West Wing is included. 
 
The offer is subject to: 
1. Planning consent being obtained 
2. Appropriate funding being 

forthcoming from the Homes and 
Communities Agency for the 
Affordable Housing Scheme 

3. Minimum grant £500,000.00 
4. Approval by Paradigm’s Board 

 

The offer does not take account of any 
S106 contributions which will be subject to 
negotiation with the Planning Authority. 
The net figure payable to the Council will 
reflect the level of S106 contributions 
agreed (estimated at c.£1.2m). 
 
The offer allows for the construction of the 
new stadium and associated facilities at 
Paradigm’s expense. 
 
Planning application costs will be at 
Paradigm’s expense.  
 
 
 

A full disclosure approach is to be 
adopted in relation to all aspects of 
the transaction including the 
construction of the stadium facility. 
 

The Council will share in the benefit of any 
additional value: 
1. from the sale of the private element of 

the scheme (in the event of West Wing 
being included) if sale prices rise 
beyond an agreed base value figure. 
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2. if construction costs for the stadium are 
less than £3.5m. 

 

The Community element of scheme 
has been redefined. The Stadium 
facility is to include halls of 
residence. 
 

Appendix 2 provides details of the 
anticipated community benefits. 
 
 
 

Paradigm Housing Association and 
STFC will be the only parties to any 
transaction with the Council. The 
housing land will be sold freehold to 
Paradigm and a long lease will be 
granted of the land required for the 
Club facilities  
 

Paradigm Housing Association is already a 
nominated RSL partner of the Council. 
 
 

A formal Grant application is to be 
made by STFC to The Football  
Association, Sport for England and 
other relevant bodies. 

There is an expectation by the Club of a 
capital grant of c. £500,000. Any grant 
sums received in excess of the working 
capital requirement of  £250,000 will be 
payable to the Council by way of an 
increase in the level of capital receipt 
 

A new football stadium will be 
constructed with a capacity of up to 
3,000. 
 

Stadium includes community facilities. 
External pitches include a floodlit all-
weather games pitch 
 

 
 
5.5    Plans showing the development proposals are attached in Appendix 3. 

 
5.6   The Halls of residence in the new stadium facility will be used by many different user   

groups including for example: 
 

• Sports teams using as a base to play other local teams 

• Schools utilising for foreign exchange students 

• Local Associations’ residential courses 

• STFC (and other sports clubs) who will be able to invite elite teams of all ages 
from anywhere in the UK to play them. 

• Other teams playing in London requiring accommodation and training facilities.  

5.7    Representatives of both STFC and Paradigm will be attending the Overview & 
Scrutiny meeting to promote the proposals and be available to answer specific 
questions relating to the development. 

 
5.8   Valuations of land in the current economic market, where there are very few sales 

taking place, are proving very difficult. If Cabinet agree the recommendation then it 
will be a condition of any transaction with Paradigm and STFC that an up to date  
formal valuation is undertaken which will determine the level of any undervalue. If the 
result is an undervalue of less than £2 million then the Council can use its well being 
powers in conjunction with its powers to provide leisure facilities to authorise the 
transaction. The requirement to have a football stadium on the land will affect the 
value of the land.  If the undervalue is more than £2 million then the Council can use 
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its powers to contribute towards the provision of the leisure facilities from the 
proceeds of sale.  

 
5.9 In the current recession, the impact of S106 contributions is having a significant        

effect on the viability of many development schemes and the Club’s proposal is         
no exception. Further discussions with the Planning Authority will be required in        
order to set a level of required contributions which take full account of the         
community benefits being offered by the proposal (Appendix 1). The S106 
contribution is a completely separate consideration from the value of the land in 
determining best consideration. 

 
5.10   There have been a number of other unsolicited approaches from parties interested 

in the site. These have not been pursued due to Members’ preference that STFC’s 
proposals are progressed.  

 
West Wing 
 
5.11 The structure of the proposed transaction is such that it is possible to sell the site 

with or without the West Wing remaining in-situ and a decision can be taken by 
Members at a later date on whether or not this part of the site should be included in 
the sale. Officers are currently considering a number of options relating to the 
possible re-provision of West Wing’s performing arts facility including Heart of Slough 
and recommendations will be the subject of a future separate report to Members. 

 
Club’s financial standing 

 
5.12  The community stadium (facility) will be held by way of a 125 year lease from the 

Council with appropriate conditions and will operate independently from the football 
club by the creation of a separate legal entity. It is envisaged that this entity will have 
charitable status but further advice will be required to ensure that the new entity is 
established in the most tax efficient manner. Fully detailed forecasts and cash flows 
have been prepared for both the facility and the football club and these will be 
available in the Members’ room prior to the meeting. These forecasts contain detailed 
notes as to what is included in the community stadium and also detail how both 
organisations will be financed and operated. A copy of the Club’s Development Plan 
will be available in the members’ room. 

 
Planning 
 
5.13 The Arbour Vale site is being progressed as a mixed-use development allocation 

(Community, Sports, Residential & Education) in the Site Allocations Development 
Plan Document (DPD). Although the site is proposed to be allocated for mixed-use 
development it is not the intention to remove the site from the Green Belt or to 
designate the site as a Major Developed Site (MDS) in the Green Belt, which would 
either remove or reduce the current restrictions on development at the site. On this 
basis the site will continue to be treated as it is at present.  Therefore, if the site is 
allocated for mixed-use development in the Site Allocations DPD but not removed 
from the Green Belt or designated as a MDS in the Green Belt, then 
the uses proposed for the mixed-use allocation of the site will be considered 
inappropriate development. It will therefore be necessary to demonstrate very special 
circumstances as part of any planning application submission in order for the 
proposals to be considered acceptable. 
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5.14  There are accordingly far higher risks than usual of an application being “called in” by 
the Secretary of State. Paradigm and STFC are nevertheless confident that they can 
demonstrate very special circumstances that will allow permission to be ultimately 
granted and advice received suggests that the inclusion of aspects of the 
development which provide direct community benefits may have a positive impact on 
the prospects of success. Given the acute problems associated with the provision of 
affordable housing in Slough it is considered that a case could be also be progressed 
demonstrating very special circumstances as part of a package of community 
benefits.  However, there is no guarantee that a collection of community benefits will 
provide a sufficient case to allow for both a stadium and housing development. The 
issue of planning therefore remains a significant risk to the proposal’s prospects of 
success. 
 

Programme 
 
5.15 Due to the uncertainties relating to the planning situation, it is expected that a 

receipt could not be achieved for up to two years. The capital programme reflects this 
position and does not assume a capital receipt (of £1.5m) until 2012-2013. The 
timescales in the table below are highly indicative: 

 

Event 
Indicative 
Date  Comment 

Cabinet approval Jul ‘09  

Detailed Heads of Terms 
agreed 

Sep ‘09 
 

Legal agreement completed Nov ‘09  

Detailed planning application 
submitted  

Dec ‘09 

 

Planning Committee resolution 
by Council 

Mar ‘10 Secretary of State to be notified and decision 
taken as to whether to allow or “call-in” the 
proposal. 

Possible Call In by Secretary of 
State 

Mar ‘11 Public Inquiry – could take between 6-12 
months. 

Start on site 
Q2 ‘11 Includes commencement of residential 

development  

Construct stadium & car 
parking (MC estimated 200 
days) 

Q1 ‘12 

 

Open new stadium Q2  ‘12  

 
 
6 Comments of Other Committees 

 
None 

 
7 Conclusion 
 

The proposed transaction provides an opportunity for the Council to bring Slough 
Town Football club back into the town to a new facility with a range of benefits for the 
wider community. It will also enable the development of a housing scheme with a 
high proportion of affordable dwellings and deliver a capital receipt to support the 
Council’s capital programme. 
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8 Appendices Attached  
 

1. Site Plan 
2. Community Benefits 
3. Development Proposals 

 
9 Background Papers 
 

Cabinet Report: Arbour Vale, 11 February 2008. 
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APPENDIX 2 

COMMUNITY BENEFITS 

1. The community stadium will provide a focal point for sport in the local 

area and present opportunities for increased participation in sport. The 

stadium will have training facilities adjacent to the core facility which 

will have a positive impact on Slough’s major clubs and broaden access 

to sporting activity for the wider community. 

2. The stadium and training pitches will provide an improved physical 

infrastructure to support sports development within the area. 

3. The stadium is easily accessible both for the immediate community and 

the wider sub-region. 

4. Current objectives for the community stadium include delivering a high 

quality facility for leisure/community activities, therefore ensuring a 

healthy population, community engagement and providing opportunities 

for the personal development of young people.  

5. Participation in sport and communal activities can have a material 

impact on neighbourhoods. This community stadium will: 

• Engage people who are at risk from exclusion 

• Help to break down barriers between people 

• Address issues of poverty and help to strengthen community 

cohesion 

• Help to engage people irrespective of their backgrounds 

• Build confidence within individuals 

• Increase peoples self esteem 

• Promote social inclusion 

6. The community football stadium will help achievement of some key 

national and strategic objectives. 

• PSA – Promote better health and well being for all 

• NI 110 – Young people’s participation in positive activities 

• NI 57 – Young people’s participation in high quality PE and sport 

• NI 55 & NI 56 – Reducing obesity amongst primary school children 

• NI 8 – Increasing adult participation in sport 

• NI 6 – Increasing volunteering 

7. According to Dr Bose (Consultant in Public Health – East Berks) – by 

2020 1/5 of all boys and 1/3 of all girls will be classified as obese in 

Slough. This facility will go some way to address these obesity issues. 

8. The scheme includes mixed residential and social housing and will go 

some way to helping the council achieve its targets and aims in relation 

to housing. 

9. Will allow Slough Town Football club, a club which has been in 

existence and supported for 120 years, to return to where it belongs. 

10. Potential to provide Slough residents with  

• Weekend mini soccer for up to 300/500 boys and girls 
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• Weekday organised leagues for up to 300 teenagers 

• Organised school holiday courses and football. 

11. Opportunity to work towards the provision of a sports academy and 

working closely with local schools, colleges and universities. 

12. Community stadium can be used by a wide cross section of the 

community. Activities could for example include weight watcher 

classes, local art displays, kids dance classes, local meetings, amateur 

plays, badminton, scouts, guides etc. 

13. Some of the recognised benefits of football and sport 

• Personal 

- Enhances self esteem 

- Enhance Human Development 

- Improves Academic Performance 

- Improves Social Skills 

- Improves Health and Fitness 

• Social 

- Strengthens communities 

- Reduces loneliness 

- Promotes ethnic harmony 

- Promotes community pride 

- Reduces anti social behaviour 

- Improves social inclusion and cultural cohesion 

• Economic 

- Disease prevention 

- Reduces vandalism and crime 

- Promotes tourism 

- Greater fitness can enhance productive workforce 

- Attracts people, business and inward investment 

- Creates jobs 

- Can aid a communities regeneration 

14. Time permitting, stadium and facility offer a great ‘package’ for this 

venue to be used as a base during the Olympic games.  

15. The stadium and organised football activities such as the weekday 

leagues will help to reduce anti social behaviour and give kids 

something to do. 

16. Slough Town will once again become an important part of the 

community and will give kids something to aspire to. 

17. A community stadium will promote a community spirit and aid social 

integration. 

18. The halls of residence reconcile with the objectives of the community 

stadium and compliment the other facilities on offer – conference room, 

training facilities, hospitality room, meeting rooms etc.  The halls of 

residence could establish the stadium as a ‘flagship’ within the region 

and something that the residents of Slough could be very proud of. 
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19. Alongside ’an include all policy’ the club will be seeking to develop 

Sloughs most talented footballers with the creation of ‘elite teams’ at 

different age groups. Again this will give the kids of Slough something 

to aspire to and offer them the opportunity to play against some of the 

best teams in the country. The facility and halls of residence will also 

mean that clubs from around the UK can visit and play fixtures. 

Partnerships will also be established with professional teams to ensure 

that talented players are given the support and help within the football 

arena.  Incidentally an ex player and manager of Slough Town FC works 

as a senior scout for Reading FC. 

20. The facility can be used by local schools for many non football activities 

(residential teacher training, small school productions, exam taking, 

foreign student accommodation)  

21. All major school cup finals in Slough can return back to the community 

stadium. For example The Slough Cup can once again be competed for 

in Slough! 

22.  Stadium and improved facilities will provide a platform for the club to 

progress in the league. 

23. Developing and improving the land will mean that it is better utilised and 

the whole community of Slough can benefit. 

24. St Joseph school will now have improved facilities and be able to use 

the artificial surface. The school should become more attractive to new 

pupils and should give a sense of pride to existing pupils. 

25. Improved landscaping should make the area more attractive. 

26. With the construction of the stadium and the running of the facility it will 

bring much needed investment and employment to the region. 
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